Exam info rev
The home exam will be 16 May and follow the procedure announced in Information about the portfolio assessment on the 4950 web page. In that document is also stated that the deadline for the essay if 6 May at 14:00. I have inadvertently, and latest to someone at today’s lecture, said that the deadline would be 9 May, but clearly I have been incorrect about that. (Only under very special circumstances can there be any exceptions to this deadline.) 
Various students have been uncertain about the requirements of the essays and how it will be assessed. In the document referred to above is stated that the home essay is on a self-chosen topic and that it “will be assessed for content, presentation and formal requirements.” There is also a reference to the faculty’s web page about “kildebruk” (only in Norwegian as far as I can see). The maximum size is given as 4500 words (roughly), with the list of references not counted.
This freedom of choice was inspired by a suggestion Haavelmo once made when observing students before exam highy concerned with guessing the exam question. Haavelmo suggested a free choice of the exam question and then an assessment of both the choice of exam question and the way it was answered!  
The style of writing should be scientific and professionel rather than for amusement but easy everyday language is fine. Articles by students for other students as in Observator is fine. Write to enlighten and explain rather than to impress with what you know.  
The important of the content or choice of topic is difficult to be very precise about. The choice should of course be relevant, i.e. it should be related to the history of economics. One should take care not to write something about economic history with no history of economcis component at all. But the free choice is meant to be a free choice, you can be far away from the textbooks, touching upon e.g. the history of economics of some country or some author not dealt with in the textbook or in the lectures. 

It is safe and perfectly fine of course to choose a topic within the textbook frame of referencer. Perhaps it is wise to avoid choosing a topic (or person) very well covered in one of the books. There are many leads in the books of topics/persons/works given only passing attention but which could be developed in an article that in a way extends the books’ treatment. It is also possible to look at some topic in the history in a more analytic way (“what was Ricardo’s reasoning in the ‘On machinery’ chapter?”, “Marshall’s concept of ‘consumer surplus’”, etc.) 
It is difficult to give a recipe for a top score. Some choices of topics may appeal as more challenging or more interesting than others and matched with a good presentation may score well. The essay will in any case not be marked separately but together with the home exam.   

To get a reasonable or good mark the formalities should of course be in good order.
